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Figure 1.—EIS-level planning efforts:  Required steps for new plans, revisions, and amendments 
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Issue NOI1 to prepare the 
RMP(amendment)/EIS and 
start scoping 

Analyze the  
Management Situation 

▪ Document results in an 
analysis of the management 
situation (AMS) Conduct Scoping 

▪ Provide a minimum 30-day 
comment period on issues and 
planning criteria  
▪ Document results in a 
scoping report 

Prepare a Draft RMP 
(Amendment)/Draft EIS

Formulate Alternatives

Analyze Effects of Alternatives

Publish NOA1 & provide a  
90+-day public comment period 

Publish NOA1, provide a 30-day 
protest period, and resolve 
protests 

Provide a 60-day Governor’s 
Consistency Review period2

NOTES 
 
1)  The chart shows 
minimum planning 
requirements according to 
law, regulation, or BLM 
policy.  BLM managers 
can go beyond these 
requirements as needed or 
desired.  
 
2)  Boxes around steps 
indicate required 
documents.  
 
3)  Inventory of resource 
extent and condition should 
occur as needed, but is 
most useful prior to the 
analysis of the 
management situation. 
 
 
Abbreviations: 
 
EIS ~ Environmental 
Impact Statement 
NOI ~ Notice of Intent 
NOA ~ Notice of 
Availability 
RMP ~ Resource 
Management Plan 
 
 
1 BLM must publish a notice in 
the Federal Register. 
2 States can negotiate a shorter 
review period with the Governor. 
3 If changes are significant, issue a 
notice of significant change and 
provide a 30-day comment period.  
 

Implement, Monitor, and 
Evaluate Plan Decisions 

Select a Preferred Alternative 

Prepare to Plan 
▪ Write a preparation plan  

Prepare Record of Decision/Approved RMP 
(Amendment) 

Prepare a Proposed RMP 
(Amendment)/Final EIS
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